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fair, and intelligible. Wo would not undo the new state
of things if we could. But to the men of high degree, who
are too proud or too prejudiced to submit, our disregard for
their traditional superiority seems scandalous and unprovoked.

There is also something not only distasteful but extremely
injurious to the people in the system of centralization that
has so long been characteristic of our Government. We are
careful about the phrase we employ, because we wish to dis-
abuse the public of the notion that the system belongs al-
together to recent times. Those who inveigh against the
perennial flow of circular orders and resolutions, and sigh
for the period when, ( as they allege), their elders contented
themselves with a general supervision of affairs and left the
management of details to subordinates, either ignore or are
not aware of the fact that their predecessors at the beginning
of the century were not much freer agents than they are.
Under the regular administration, reference on minute
points has always been exacted at head quarters, and the
unauthorized expenditure of money, however small the sum,
was as certain to bring down a rebuke on a Collector's head
in the early days of Government, as it is now. It is only in
the infancy of Non-Regulation Provinces that real liberty of
action has ever been allowed ; and it is those who come thence
to Regulation Districts that are sensibly affected by what is to
them a most irksome restraint. But this is not equal to the
annoyance that the people at large suffer. It is no trifling
matter that whilst justice is theoretically open to all, the
Courts are often so distant that the remedy for a wrong is as
disastrous in its effects as the wrong itself. The time consumed
by the plaintiff and his witnesses on the road, the many days
that frequently intervene between the institution of the case
and the decision of the Court of first instance, and the sub-
sequent delay that may arise on appeal, all represent so much
labour lost. The facility of appeal, too, which has been per-
mitted to reach such a pitch that a Small Cause Judge is the
only subordinate Officer whose every day decisions are not
open to question, lessens the dignity of the Couiis in the es-
timation ^ of those who resort to them. Litigation to a native
is a species of gambling, and the references which he can.
make on various pretexts to one authority after another,
resemble the preliminary stakes of the player before he risks
his all on the last spin of the wheel. The game is a des-
perate one, and the Vakeels, like the hell-keepers, have the
best of it in the long run.